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The season of Lent invites us on a journey to reconnect with our creator and His creation. It is a chance to no longer look
at ourselves apart from the earth, but to see ourselves as deeply part of the earth, the source of our life, and the place to
which we will return. It is a challenging word and also a word of hope since our future is bound up with the future of the
earth. Caring for the earth is a way of caring for ourselves. 

We are invited this Lenten season to reflect on our relationship with the earth and to choose ways to act that care for the
earth. It is a journey that we share together as we travel towards the hope of sharing resurrection life for ourselves and for
all of creation. You are asked to commit to new practices of earth care during the coming weeks – a way of building new
habits that show that baptismal life includes a commitment to care for the earth as central to Christian discipleship. For
example, you may choose to focus on conserving your use of water or decide to pick up trash in a park near you each
week. 

Consider that your earth care practice is also a form of embodied prayer – a way to work for the healing of the earth.

Central will include a weekly Lenten Earth Care devotional in the weekly ENews.

The Lenten season begins on Ash Wednesday, February 22. In these 40 days leading up to Easter as the days lengthen, the
weather warms, and we look for signs of spring, we observe a season of reflection, repentance, and renewal. In contrast to
the lighting of candles during Advent, each Sunday during Lent we will extinguish a candle as we Journey to Jerusalem
for Christ's triumphal entry, death, and resurrection.

Throughout Lent, we encourage you to engage in a spiritual disciple such as a daily prayer time, reading a chapter a day
of scripture, or serving others.

Ash Wednesday will be observed with a brief meditative service on February 22 at 12:00 noon. There will not be a meal.
We will read and reflect on several scripture verses, pray for renewal, and conclude with the imposition of ashes. This will
take place in the Fellowship Hall and is open to all church members and friends, Pantry volunteers and neighbors.

Palm Sunday Annual Palm procession to the park with our neighbor churches will take place on April 2 at 9:30am.

Maundy Thursday Soup Supper and Communion in the Dining Hall on April 6 at 5:30pm. This will be an informal
service around the table as we remember the last supper Jesus had with his disciples before his death.

Good Friday Stations of the Cross on Troost on April 7. Details will be published in the ENews and bulletin.

Easter Sunday Worship on April 9 at 10:30am.

Lent and Easter Important Dates

Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC)
The PNC started meeting at the beginning of February.
Progress has already been made, and an outline is posted
on the bulletin board to track each step of this process.

Northeastminster Celebration
Please join us Sunday, March 12 during worship as we
celebrate the Northeastminster Presbyterian
congregation.



Pantry

Local Original Play Performance

Admin Committee

Easter Flowers

Outreach Committee

The Pantry Staff welcomes you to the season of Lent
with an invitation to prayerfully consider ways you can
uplift and support the church’s flourishing pantry
ministry. 

The pantry continues to serve an average of 50 families
per week. A Pantry Advisory Committee consisting of
volunteers, church members, and neighbors met in
January to discuss more ways the pantry can work for
the good of the church and the neighborhood. Survey
information collected indicates that overall, the pantry is
a valued entity, and our neighbors are pleased and
appreciate the services provided. Some requested
changes included increasing signage, clarifying and
posting policies and procedures, and fine-tuning the
traffic flow during the shopping experience. Our
neighbors continue to enjoy the variety of food offered,
particularly the options for fresh foods. 

A new merchandising freezer has arrived and is an
exciting addition that will make it easier to distribute
different types of frozen foods, providing our neighbors
with more choices that fit their needs. The generous
pantry budget and donations make it possible to provide
our neighbors with balanced meal options while easing
the strain on their grocery spending, which leads to
improved health outcomes both by improved nutrition
and reduced stress. 

The pantry ministry is more than just food and
resources. It is an avenue for social justice and health
equity. With that, the pantry staff would like to
continue to extend our gratitude for all the ways the
Central congregation engages in the pantry operations. 
 We would love to see some new faces join the volunteer
crew! Please reach out to coordinators Colleen or
Amanda for more information on opportunities to get
involved.

Central will be hosting an adult CPR/AED class
through the American Red Cross on Saturday, March
18 from 9am-11:15am. Spots are limited and will be
honored on a first-come, first-served basis when signing
up. If interested, please sign up on the bulletin board or
contact Amy by either calling the church office or
emailing churchoffice@centralpreskc.org. There is also a
sign up form in the ENews.

Central will also be hosting a neighborhood electronics
recycling event with Midwest Recycling Center. This
event will take place on Saturday, April 15 from 9:00am-
12:00pm. Recycling fees vary by item, and a list of
accepted items and accompanying fees may be accessed
at mrcrecycling.net/recycling-fees. Central will cover
the first $1,500 in recycling fees.

If you are interested in dedicating lilies or other floral
arrangement in honor of a loved one for Easter Sunday,
please sign up on the bulletin board or contact Amy in
the church office by either calling 816-931-2515 or
emailing churchoffice@centralpreskc.org. When placing
your request, please indicate your name, the name of
your dedicatee, the number of arrangements, and the
type of arrangement. Each arrangement will be $20. If
paying by check, please make it out to Central
Presbyterian Church.

Orders may be placed through Monday, March 27.

"Only the Wounds and Weapons Have Changed" is an
original Black History play by Jacqueline Gafford and
Scott Myers. The play features characters representing
activists, artists, LGBTQIA+ pioneers, and local Kansas
City figures. Central is considering organizing a group
to attend the play mid-March. Stay tuned for more
information!

In this season of Lent, we follow Jesus’ example, walking
alongside the most vulnerable to partner in repairing
harms. Since 1947, Presbyterians have joined together in
the One Great Hour of Sharing offering during Lent.
The offering supports Presbyterian Disaster Assistance,
Self-Development of People, and the Presbyterian
Hunger Program. Gifts may be given through the
weekly offering or by designating a gift on the Central
online portal.

Central continues to support local and global
organizations as part of our outreach efforts, aligning
with our dedication to Matthew 25. The outreach
committee recently donated to the Covenant Network
of Presbyterians and PC(USA).
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