
January / February 2023

Central Press
From the Pastor

The annual congregational meeting will be held on
Sunday, January 22. Elements of the meeting will be
incorporated into worship. A potluck lunch will be held
following worship. The church will provide meat and
bread. Please bring a side dish to share!

The month of January is named for the Roman god Janus, who was depicted as having two faces - one looking
forward and one looking backward. Looking both forward and backward is what we often do during the first week of
January. We sort out the events of the past year, and look ahead to the coming year. In church, we often sing the
hymn, "Our God our help in ages past.... our hope for years to come." 

Pastor Jeff will be leading a 6 week adult study series at
9:00a.m. on Sunday mornings in the Davis Room.
beginning on Sunday, January 8. The theme is
Discipleship as we explore ways in which we are
nurtured in faith and equipped for God's mission.

Through the spiritual practices of worship, prayer,
study, and fellowship, we are encouraged and challenged
to live as Jesus did.

“Seasons of Life”
Based on the familiar words of Ecclesiastes 3, we will

explore God’s presence and call in our many seasons of life.
 

January 8        A time to be born, a time to die 
January 15      A time to keep silent, a time to speak 
January 22      A time to break down, and a time to 
                                  build up
January 29      Guest Preacher: Kirk Perucca
February 5      A time to weep, and a time to laugh; 
                                  a time to mourn, and a time 
                                  to dance;
February 12    A time to embrace, and a time to 
                                  refrain from embracing
February 19    A time to tear, and a time to mend

We look backwards in our world, our communities, our church and our personal lives. We remember both the good
and the bad, the successes and the failures, the joys and the sad times. Our hope is not a return to what has passed, but
looking forward to the new things God is doing in the world and in the church.

Sermon SeriesSunday Morning Study Series

Annual Congregational Meeting

Now Hiring!

The Personnel Committee has posted an opening for a
new Audiovisual Technician. The full job description is
posted on the Central Presbyterian website and is
available from the church office. 

Interested applicants should send a cover letter and
resume to personnel@centralpreskc.org



Through the Davis Fund, Central supported the
following organizations and projects:

Cultivate Kansas City, Healing House, Heartland Men's
Chorus, Heartland Presbytery, Kansas City Women's
Chorus, The Mission Project, More Light Presbyterians,
The Roaming Center for Magnetic Alternatives,
Shirley's Kitchen Cabinet, and Te Deum

B&G Committee

The second floor Proudfoot Friendship Hall continues
to be transformed into a refreshed, welcoming space.
More additions will be made to the kitchen area to
include updated cabinets and appliances. 

There have been many encouraging and positive
happenings in the Central Food Pantry. First, pantry
coordinators, Amanda Loesch and Collen Simon,
would like to thank our dedicated and welcoming
volunteers. The volunteers kept things afloat before
their arrival and have helped navigate operations and
service to our neighbors.

The Food Pantry at Central is currently serving between
40-50 diverse families each week. We have prioritized
supporting the health of our neighbors by seeking out a
wide variety of fresh foods, including enlarging our
produce section and offering less processed meats, in
addition to our shelf-stable offerings.  We have
introduced new items with recipes and suggestions for
use and received positive feedback.

When cold weather hit recently, a collaboration
between the Session, Building and Grounds Committee,
and the Food Pantry resulted in creating an inclement
weather policy that provides expanded indoor seating in
the pantry waiting area and use of outdoor heaters. This
policy will help keep our neighbors comfortable and
safe.

Finally, we look forward to meeting with a pantry
advisory committee on Wednesday, January 25 at
12:00 noon to discuss the future vision of the pantry.
Throughout the holiday season, we received a
wonderful, generous bounty of donations to the pantry
and clothing closet. In addition to welcoming volunteer
time, we gladly accept donations of non-expired, intact
food and hygiene items as well as baking and cooking
staples such as oil, seasonings, cooking spray, flour,
sugar, etc. to make the most out of grocery items.

We pray for God’s blessings on our mission to serve the
neighbors of Central and continue to trust in the Lord’s
provision to make it possible. Best wishes for a happy
and healthy start to the new year!

Pantry

Social Justice Committee

Outreach Grants Committee

The Social Justice Committee started meeting monthly
in November. The committee is working toward
solidifying policy and procedure while working towards
the preliminary goal: To partner with groups already
established to educate ourselves and our congregation, act
in meaningful ways to increase visibility of inequality,
leverage our privilege to combat apathy, and provide
financial resources needed to continue forward progress. 

The next meeting will take place Sunday, January 15
following worship.

AmazonSmile is a simple way for you to support
Central Presbyterian Church every time you shop, at no
cost to you.  AmazonSmile will donate 0.5% of your
eligible purchases to Central, which will in turn help
support our ministry.

AmazonSmile is available at smile.amazon.com and can
be activated on your web browser or shopping app.
When prompted, set Central Presbyterian Church as
the organization you are supporting.

Amazon Smile
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2/19 Anna Lisa Lawton &
Julie Murphy
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