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Meeting Notice
A congregational meeting has been called by
the Session for the purpose of electing the
Class of 2025 and to elect the pastor
nomination committee. The meeting will
take place following 10:30am worship on
Sunday, December 11.

Let the Whole World Sing is our Advent Theme this year. You have probably
already heard Christmas music in the stores and on the radio, and this newsletter
shares news of some of the many musical offerings being presented in the area.

But in this season, we join together in song as we prepare our hearts and minds for the telling again of the Christmas story: of
God coming among us with good news. The story begins with the message of the prophets: reminding us that what we see in
our lives and our world is not the way it has to be. Then a succession of characters received the good news and responded with
songs of joy and hope.

We also celebrate good news with singing, and with a new awareness of how God is working in our lives, our church, our
community, and our world.

May these days be filled with anticipation, joy, and most of all singing!

We look forward to spending this Advent season with you
as we share old and new traditions during worship. Please
join us as we celebrate!

December 4 - Hanging of the Greens, Communion, New
Member Sunday
December 18 - "Let the Whole World Sing" Christmas
Cantata  featuring the Choir and Bell Choir
December 24 - Christmas Eve Worship at 5:00
December 25 - Come As You Are Christmas: Celebrate
over a cup of coffee, pastries, and maybe a song or two at
10:30
January 1 - Worship at 10:30

We are blessed with many resources here at Central
including ongoing gifts from members and friends to
support our ministries with staff, facilities, and
administrative support. 

 

As you consider your 2023 pledge, We strongly
encourage you to make contributions electronically.
Our secure online giving portal is managed by the
Presbyterian Foundation. Options include one-time
gifts, ongoing gifts, and Automatic Electronic Fund
Transfers from your bank. You may also fill out a card
near the bulletins to turn in to the church office.

 

To create an online giving 
account, please scan our QR code:

 



Outreach Update

On Sunday, November 13, we welcomed Brian Ellison
from Covenant Network of Presbyterians, one of
our partner organizations, as he shared how CNP has
advocated for LGBTQIA+ people for 25 years in the
church and society. You can learn more about CNP at
covnetpres.org. Thank you, Brian! 

Through the Davis Fund, Central was able to support
the following organizations and projects:
Cherith Brook Catholic Worker: Funds to be used
toward providing a handicap accessible entrance.
Gilda's Club: Funds to be used toward education and
assistance for minority and Spanish-speaking
underserved cancer patients.
Healing House: Funds to be used toward providing
meals to program participants.
Neighbor2Neighbor: Funds to be used toward
providing meals to feed the homeless.
Synod of Mid America: Funds to be used toward
Project Jubilee - A Campaign to Relieve Distressed
Medical Debt in partnership with RIP Medical Debt,
Inc.

We would also like to thank our participants in our
newly formed Social Justice Committee that met
November 20 after worship. Through this committee,
we will continue to learn and grow as a Matthew 25
Church. The next meeting will be Sunday, December
18 after worship.

We are happy to welcome our new Pantry
Coordinators, Amanda and Colleen! Both are coming
to us with a breadth of knowledge and experience, and
we look forward to seeing how their guidance will help
us continue to meaningfully serve our neighbors. 

Amanda, a long-time member of PCUSA, received a
B.S. in dietetics from Virginia Tech and worked as a
Registered Dietitian in acute care for many years.
Amanda moved to Kansas City with her husband in
2014 when he was called to serve as the pastor of Holy
Trinity Lutheran Church in Grandview. Together they
are parents to six amazing humans. Amanda is thrilled
and feels blessed to have been called upon to serve the
neighbors of Kansas City with Central Presbyterian.

Colleen arrived in Kansas City in 2010 after 20 years in
the pharmaceutical industry in Virginia. Colleen has
worked with churches and nonprofits to provide food
and housing for marginalized populations. Colleen,
along with her wife Donna (pastor at St. Mark Hope &
Peace Lutheran Church), have a six-year-old son along
with two sons, their wives, and a grandson (with
another along the way) from Colleen’s prior marriage.
Colleen is very happy to have this opportunity to serve
with the faith-filled folks of Central Presbyterian
Church in meeting the needs of our neighbors.

__________________

If you are interested in learning more about food
equity, social reform, and how we can provide service
to our neighbors with dignity and compassion as a
Matthew 25 Church, you can find more information at
ww.fooddignitymovement.org for resources including
a blog and podcast.

B&G Update

Our Building and Grounds committee along with
church staff have been tirelessly working with
contractors behind the scenes to make improvements
around Central.

You will probably notice some changes around the
second floor as we install a new kitchenette, carpet, and
procure new furniture. As a place of community, the
Proudfoot Friendship Hall will continue to welcome
visitors and church members into a cozy environment
that beckons us to "stay a while."

Pantry Update



Other Events

November/December Calendar

Mid America Freedom Band Concert
Dashing Through the Snow

Saturday, December 17 - 5:00pm
Lyric Opera House 

1725 Holmes, Kansas City, MO 64108
 

freedomband.com/events

Te Deum Concert
O Magnum Mysterium

Monday, December 19 - 7:00pm
Village Presbyterian Church 

Prairie Village, KS
 

Tuesday, December 20 - 7:00pm
St. Mary's Episcopal Church

Kansas City, MO
 

te-deum.org

Heartland Men's Chorus Concert
'Tis the Season: A Holiday Spectacular!
Saturday, December 3 - 7:30pm (Folly)
Sunday, December 4 - 3:30pm (Folly)

Sunday, December 11 - 3:30pm (Yardley Hall @
JCCC)

 

Tickets may be purchased by visiting
hmckc.org/holiday, calling 816-931-3338, or at the

box office prior to the show.

Kansas City Women's Chorus,  Heartsong Performances
Tuesday, 11/29 - 6-9pm - Jingle Mingle @ Function Junction 

Friday, 12/2 - 6-7pm - Living Windows  @ Independence Square
Saturday, 12/3 - 11am-2pm - City Market Merry Market 

Friday, 12/9 - 7-8:30pm - J. Rieger Holiday Market 
Saturday, 12/10 - 11am-2pm - City Market Merry Market 

Wednesday, 12/14 - 6-7:30pm - Streetcar Holiday Jam @ Union Station  
 

December Birthdays
David Alonzo

Sara Boyd
Nathan Bushue
Danny Lawson
Treava Lawson
 George McCall

Charlene McGarvey



Worship Duties Central Presbyterian Staff

Ushers
11/27 Carol Marley &

Chip Barger
 

12/4 Steve Heflin &
Candace Heflin

 
12/11 David Alonzo &

Sandae Custard
 

12/18 Sara Hirsch & 
Ray Hill

 
12/24 Lynda Raner & 

Don Haring

Leader
11/27 Roberta McBride

 
12/4 Pat Johnson

 
12/11 Peg McMahon

 
12/18 Mark Murphy

 
12/24 Rebecca Merola

Jeff Light, Transitional Pastor
Cynthia Sheppard, Director of Worship & Music

Sarah Linton, Organist
Amy Smick, Admin. & Comm. Coordinator
Lori Raye Erickson, Facilities Coordinator

Damon Bradshaw, Audio Visual Tech
Amanda Loesch, Pantry Coordinator
Colleen Simon, Pantry Coordinator

Session Members

 David Alonzo
Susan Borge

Cheryl Cornett
Allison Dodds

Sara Hirsch

Anna Lisa Lawton
Rebecca Merola
Lynda Raner
Clerk of Session:
Roberta McBride

Central Presbyterian Church
Where Love and Justice are Central
3501 Campbell, Kansas City, MO 64109
Phone: 816 931-2515
churchoffice@centralpreskc.org
www.centralpreskc.org

“Where Love and Justice are Central.”

Central Presbyterian Session


