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Life Stories edited by David Alonzo
This month I am departing from the precedent that I
have set in the previous few months with stories by Margaret Barger, Dylan Little, and Mary Merola by placing
the spotlight on myself. What the previous stories share is
some background about what each of these Central
Presbyterian folk have in their backgrounds either from
their parents or from ancestors further back to make
them what they are today.
I share here a poem that my mother put down on
paper in the late 1940s . . . thoughts that were conceived even before I was. I believe that these are
thoughts that my mother kept throughout her life which
lasted until 2014 even though the thoughts may have
evolved.
What I know is that my mother loved poetry, especially poetry by Emily Dickinson. What I do not know is
what she may have meant by certain punctuation or
formatting. I sometimes regret that I never discussed this
with her, but more often I feel that her poems have lives
independent of her own. Now I read her words without
regret.
I present here my mother’s prayer, without my interpretation and without regard to grammatical suggestions of Microsoft Word’s Grammar Check. Let what is
printed here guide you through God’s gift of 2022.
A YOUNG WOMAN’S PRAYER By Mary Lue Clemons
I do not ask for worldly things
(My Lord had none of those).
I do but ask that I may see
His hand in every rose.
continued on page 4 LIFE STORIES
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Dear Friends by Doug Tilton
For me, the past year has been replete with unpredictability, surprises, and
“adventing”. For one thing, it is the first year in a long while – perhaps the first
ever – that I have spent entirely at home, thanks to the global coronavirus pandemic and the PC(USA)’s moratorium on work-related travel (now extended
through the end of January 2022). In the age of Zoom, of course, one no longer
needs to travel to be in meetings with colleagues around the world, and that
has certainly become the daily routine for me. I’m sure that you have shared
my surprise to see the way in which the Covid-19 pandemic has continued to
evolve over the course of the year.
While I have not been able to visit partners during 2021, I am grateful for
their continuing ministries, which have been all the more vital during this period
when the pandemic and economic shutdowns have pushed many households
to the brink of destitution. Pastors often continue faithfully to serve congregations and communities, even when churches have been unable to ensure their
livelihoods. Ministers are unrecognized frontline workers, called to visit the sick
and care for bereaved families in situations where there is limited capacity to
test for Covid-19. The pandemic and climate change have intersected in complex ways to make food insecurity the most immediate threat faced by many
households.
In light of this, I was inspired by the
recent actions of our partners in Madagascar, the Church of Jesus Christ in
Madagascar (FJKM). Madagascar’s arid south has been experiencing its worst
drought in forty years, compelling people to walk many miles for water and
leaving as much as half the region’s
population—an estimated 1.3 million
people—at risk of malnourishment. The
FJKM has been providing rice and encouraging its six million members to give
FJKM pastors inspect one of the new wells
the cost of a bottle of water—about 64¢
installed in the south
—toward the installation of wells and
PHOTO: Rev. Tiana RANAIVONAIRIVO
water catchment systems in the south.
As we prepare our hearts anew to welcome the Prince of Peace, we are reminded of the many societies that are torn apart by conflict and injustice—
continued next page
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including our own! I would ask particularly for prayers for justice, peace and
reconciliation in Cameroon, Ethiopia, Sudan, and South Sudan. I am grateful, as
ever, for Central’s generous and faithful support of Presbyterian Mission and of
my ministry in particular. I particularly miss being with Central folks at this time of
the year, to enjoy the fellowship and the beautiful worship space. Please convey my best wishes to all for a joyous Christmas and a new year filled with hope!
Peace,
Doug

Julie’s Send-off
On Sunday, December 26, there was a “Moment of Thanksgiving for Julie
Smith” within the worship service, spoken by Sandae Custard. Here is what she
said:
I’m Sandae, Chair of the Mission and Service Committee. It is my honor to
send Julie off on her retirement.
Julie has worked in social services in midtown Kansas City for 30 years and
the last 15 years at Central as Director of Community Outreach.
You may ask, “What was she doing during those 15 years?” May I direct
your attention to the front cover of the bulletin:

Julie’s future plans include volunteering at Harvesters. She also plans on
spending more time with her grandsons, gardening, reading and learning how
to relax (let me know how that works out).
Please stay for social hour after the service. We asked Julie for a list of her
favorite foods and we were able to get them all; even the Reese’s peanut butter cups!
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I do not ask for talent rare,
Or envy from the throng;
I only ask that I may hear
His voice in every song.
I do not ask freedom from pain;
(He suffered agony).
My prayer is for a heart that feels
The Cross of Calvary.
I will continue to ask Central folks for their
thoughts, but if you have something on your heart
that you’d like to share with other Central folks before I get around to asking you, please write me at
L.david.alonzo@gmail.com and we will see where
they fit in future newsletters.
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