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Calendar 
July 13 

B & G meeting 5 p.m. 

July 21 
Session 

July Birthdays 
 Andrew Barger 5 

 Heidi Peterson 15 

 Jeff Clayton 15 

 Becky Chamberlain 24 

 July Anniversary 
 16 

August Birthdays 

 Will Borge 5 

 Robbie Levi 8 

 Michael Foiles 19

 Mark Thurman 25 
 

 

Many thanks  
to the Session, to  

Sandae Custard and 

Anna Lisa Lawton and 

special thanks to Mary 

Merola for making the 

arrangements for Heidi’s 

retirement reception at 

Lidia’s.  A beautiful 

space, a lovely event 

(and no one had to stay 

after to wash dishes).   

Notes from Building and Grounds 

   Masonry restoration and waterproofing work has now 

begun on the west facing façade above the Campbell 

Street entrance. Please be careful when entering the 

church through that door if the workers and/or aerial lift 

are present. You can safely enter the church during nor-

mal business hours using the pantry entrance. We ex-

pect the work to be completed by mid July. 

  The B&G team has contracted with a local minority-

owned business plasterer/painter to complete the much 

needed repairs above the windows in the sanctuary 

and narthex, the stairwell to the second floor and two 

rooms on the third floor where water leaks heavily dam-

aged the walls and ceilings. This work is scheduled to 

begin mid July with 

minimal disruption of 

seating in the pews 

on the west side of 

the sanctuary.   

   Finally, our land-

scape contractor 

has completed the 

rock ground cover 

installation around 

our new sanctuary 

HVAC unit. The rock 

will help with water 

drainage and limit 

the growth of un-

sightly weeds on the 

east side of the 

church. 
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 Dear Friends… 
   Thank you for a beautiful retirement celebration the 

last Sunday of June. The setting was lovely, the food 

delicious and the atmosphere festive. I loved every-

thing about it, including the energy in the interactions 

which I am sure was in part generated by the fact 

that we had not been able to be together in the 

same space for 16 months.  

    I have reviewed a lot of memories of my long time 

at Central in the course of culling files. One of the 

people I have thought about is Bob Stauffer. When 

Bob died in 2015 he had been a member of Central 

for 65 years, ever since he had married Virginia Pypes 

in 1943. Virginia was a 5th generation member of Cen-

tral so there was no question about where they would 

make their church home. Bob served as an elder, a 

trustee, a youth group advisor and committee mem-

ber. And as long as he was able to drive, he partici-

pated in the Sunday adult class. 

   In Sunday School, Bob was an eager learner and de-

bater of Biblical meaning, and occasionally he spoke 

from a place of deep personal knowledge. One of 

those times the subject was love. It was some years 

after Virginia had died, and he reflected on what he 

had learned from his marriage—how knowing he was 

loved buoyed him up; made him want to live up to 

her good opinion of him.  When I asked him how he 

related that to God’s love he said that in his experi-

ence he couldn’t delineate between human and di-

vine love. He believed that part of the point of Jesus 

becoming God’s love in human form, was to show us 

how to be that divine love for each other. 

     I am thankful for all that I have learned from Cen-

tral Church about how that works and what that looks 

like.  And leaving, I commend you, in God’s love, to 

each other’s care.  Grace and peace,  

Worship Life 
As the Session Transi-

tion Team works with 

the Presbytery toward 

securing an interim 

pastor, those who will 

be leading worship 

and preaching during 

July and august are: 

July 4: 

Rev. Brian Ellison 

July 11, 18, 15: 

 Ministerial candidate 

& member Tony Beyer 

August 1: 

 Rev. Tamara Miller 

August 8: 

Rev. Don Wilson 

August 15: 

Rev. Glenda Watts 

August 22: 

Rev. Tamara Miller 

August 29: 

 Tony Beyer 

 

Session decided at 

the June meeting that 

mask wearing during 

worship is now option-

al — based on each 

person’s comfort 

level. Unvaccinated 

persons are still 

requested to mask 

and maintain social 

distance. 
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Thanks  
To Anna Lisa Lawton 

and many volunteers 

who made the June 

5th Electronics Recy-

cling Event a huge 

success.  There was a 

steady stream of cars 

through the parking 

lot, popping trunks full 

of defunct TVs, com-

puters, microwaves 

and other things with 

batteries & cords. The 

total weight of what 

was collected that 

day for certified re-

sponsible recycling 

was 6,753 pounds.  

 

to David Alonzo for 

being willing to work 

with church secretary 

Jan Powell to coordi-

nate creation of the 

monthly church news-

letter, beginning with 

the August, 2021 edi-

tion.  If you have some-

thing you would like 

included, please con-

tact the church office, 

or David. 

 

To Carol Marley for se-

curing preachers until 

an interim pastor is 

hired. 

       Good news on forward momentum! The Session has 

tasked a diligent and thoughtful group of church mem-

bers (Jim Corwin, Lynda Raymer, Susan Borge, Peg 

McMahon, and Anna Lisa Lawton) to find an interim 

pastor to serve beside us in our ministry at Central. This 

team will be guided by representatives from Heartland 

Presbytery’s Commission on Ministry (COM), Rev. Becky 

Chamberlain and Elder Marge Eckhardt of Second 

Presbyterian Church, Kansas City. The team will also co-

ordinate their efforts with Central’s Administrative and 

Personnel Committees, and the Session, to ensure a 

shared vision.   

   Work has already begun during weekly meetings to 

develop a church profile, job description, and interview 

questions to be used in the search process.  The team 

hopes to have these preliminary assignments complet-

ed and approved by Session and the COM by Septem-

ber. At that time, the job can be posted officially as the 

team will review resumes and conducts interviews.  

Once a candidate has been found that matches Cen-

tral’s needs, Session must approve the choice and the 

terms of employment before a formal job offer is made. 

The steps to hiring an interim pastor are somewhat 

different from those for calling our new, installed pastor 

yet both require patience, time, and discernment. In 

upcoming newsletters, these processes will be further 

outlined and discussed as the Transition Team proceeds 

in its tasks.  Feel free to reach out to any team member 

with your questions and please keep the Team, the Ses-

sion, and our COM representatives in your prayers. 

Interim Pastor Search Update 
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We worship and work for a just 
and loving world, as Jesus did, 

through prayer, community service, 
ministries of compassion, social 
justice and spiritual friendship. 

 

Central Presbyterian 
Church Staff 

 
Heidi Peterson, Pastor 

 
Cindy Sheppard, 
Director of Music 

 
Sarah Jacobs, Organist 

 
Jan Powell, Secretary 

 
Julie Smith 

Director Community Ministries 

Looking for a way to a support local, minority-owned busi-

ness?  These options are suggested by Rebecca Merola 

and Ray Hill: 

 

BIG MAMA’S BAKERY-CAFE (4707 Bannister Rd) what more 

do you need than a giant cinnamon roll and a cup of 

coffee to start your day?  Head over to Big Mama’s for 

breakfast, lunch, and dinner!   Bigmommaskc.com 

 

URBAN CAFÉ (5500 Troost) Grab breakfast/lunch week-

days or brunch on the weekends while enjoying items us-

ing locally sourced ingredients, plus they support KC area 

artists and musicians.   urbancafekc.com 

 

Want to share your favorite minority owned business with 

our church family?  Just let Anna Lisa Lawton know and 

she’ll get it in the next newsletter. 


