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Calendar 
June Wednesdays 

June 5, 12, 19, 26 

Bell Choir rehearsal 

June 8, 22 

Staff meeting 

June 8 

B & G Committee 

June 10 

Volunteers meeting 

June 16 

Session 

June 20 

Congregational  

meeting 

 June Birthdays 
 Jonna Wood 4

 Susan Borge 13 

 Anna Lisa Lawton 15 

 Margaret Barger 17 

 Jack Ditch 21

 Chip Barger 22 

June Anniversaries 
 John Ditch &  

 Kat McDaniel  8 

 Heidi Peterson    

 & Jeff Clayton 10 

 Don Haring & 

 Lynda Raner 25 

 Mark & Sarah  

 Thurman 26 

 Jim & Pattie  

 Corwin 28 

  

Dear Friends . . .  

   Looking to the end of my time with you, I have a huge 

sense of gratitude for the privilege of having spent 21 

years of my ministry with one congregation, particularly 

Central Church. We have seen many changes together, 

and this next change is one that you are more than 

equipped to move through together—the change in 

pastoral leadership. It will not happen quickly; such is the 

Presbyterian way. But the time it takes to move through 

the process is precious time to think, pray and talk to-

gether about Central’s pastoral needs for this next chap-

ter in the life of this congregation which began in 1857.  

   A pastor leaving does not stop the church’s ministry 

from proceeding.  We will worship together in the sanctu-

ary in June which will give us a chance to see each other 

— albeit masked when we are inside. The Session has 

brought Damon Bradshaw on board to facilitate the sim-

ultaneous live streaming of our worship even as those 

who wish will reconvene in the sanctuary in person. 

The music and outreach ministries continue. Our mission 

and building maintenance continue, and new ideas for 

service keep being implemented.  

   For instance, on Saturday, June 5, 9 a.m.-noon we will 

host a church parking lot Electronics Recycling Event, 

open to the public, for the responsible disposal of old cell 

phones, computer equipment, TVs, A/V recording and 

playing devices. There is a fee for some items and Cen-

tral will cover the cost of any one item per household. It’s 

mission, earth-care and evangelism all in one. For more 

about what can be recycled, check out: 
https://mrcrecycling.net/electronics-recycling-events/kansas-

city-mo-2021-06-05 

   I look forward to connecting with you all this 

month. 
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 From the Session 
Cheryl Cornett 

Jim Corwin 

Sandae Custard 

Anna Lisa Lawton 

Roberta Scott McBride 

Matthew Mullins 

Mark Murphy 

Lynda Raner 

Carol Ann Schmitt 

 

Many Thanks 

to Cheryl Cornett and 

Mary K. Marxsen, and 

substitute Chip Barger 

who have faithfully 

processed contribu-

tions, paid church bills 

and tracked finances 

the past 15 months. 

 

Congratulations  

to Sara Boyd on her 

30th anniversary of 

teaching in North  

Kansas City. 

 

Invitation 

How do we navigate 

the arrangements and 

communicate our 

wishes about our 

death? Are you con-

sidering end-of-life 

preparations and de-

cisions? Elder Carol 

Ann Schmitt is interest-

ed in discussing this 

with other church 

members. Please con-

tact her if you’d like to 

connect via  a Zoom 

meeting.    

    In the coming months as changes necessarily take 

place in the wake of Heidi’s retirement, you can expect 

to see a Session column in each month’s newsletter, 

sharing updates on important church events and/or in-

formation on the pastoral transition process. We wel-

come your questions and feedback and ask that you 

keep our staff, the congregation, Session and Heidi in 

your prayers. We ask for your grace and patience as we 

move ahead together. 

    Great news! Session voted to resume in-person worship 

beginning early June—how exciting it will be to see eve-

ryone again.  Masks and social distancing will still be re-

quired and there will be no fellowship after service. We’ll 

sing with masks on. During Covid we installed a new 

sanctuary air conditioning/filtering system, and A/V cap-

ture capability so for those whol live out of the area or 

who feel more comfortable participating from home, 

worship will still be broadcast live on our Facebook 

stream.  

    Following worship at 11:30 on June 20, the Session has 

called a congregational meeting in the sanctuary, in 

person (and via a Zoom link that will be sent to the con-

gregation) for the purpose of concurring with Heidi’s re-

quest that Central’s pastoral relationship with her be dis-

solved. Heartland Presbytery must also concur in this re-

quest as a pastoral call is a three-way partnership be-

tween the pastor, congregation, and presbytery. Our 

next step to find an interim pastor; and then, our new in-

stalled pastor. 

    Heidi’s last Sunday in worship will be June 27. In July 

and August different pastors—friends of Central—will 

preach—Brian Ellison, Tony Beyer, Tamara Miller.  Mean-

while a transition team designated by Session will work to 

fill the interim pastor position as quickly as possible.  The 

presbytery works with this team and Session to support 

and guide us through the next steps in the process.   
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 As the weather turned into spring we were grateful for the new awning over 

the pantry doors, it helps to keep people dry during the rainy days while waiting 

their turn in the pantry. Our pantry doors were open to assist the needs of the 

people living in the 64109 zip code.  

In May we served 54 households, 5 of them new, with 15 children and 70 

adults. In general the pantry has not been serving as many households as in the 

past, even though food and living expenses are on the rise. After many discus-

sions on how to better “advertise” our services to the area residents, we have 

updated a flier which has been used in the past. Mission and Service Moderator 

Sandae Custard has been taking the fliers to area apartment building manage-

ment, knowing that there are those in this area who are in need of our services. 

Thanks to her and Jan Powell for updating the flier telling of our offerings. We 

are seeing more young single adults who are in school or working and not able 

to make ends meet.  

The garden has once again generously produced scallions, mustard and 

collard greens Soon we will have onions and garlic. It is gratifying to be here 

and see this mission assist so many. 

We are in conversation about how best to help those experience food short-

age, and how to rethink our pantry and clothes closet protocols as we emerge 

from Covid. Many of our patrons tell us voluntarily that they have not been vac-

cinated, nor do they intend to get vaccinated. This knowledge makes us more 

cautious about when and how many patrons to allow in the building at one 

time. 

On June 10 at 10:30 a.m. we will have a volunteers meetings to discuss who 

is willing to come back to regular volunteering, post-Covid, and how we can 

best accommodate everyone’s sensibilities about safety.  

Pantry News  by Julie Smith 

Views of the 

parking lot  

Garden 
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Phone: 816 931-2515 

churchoffice@centralpreskc.org 

 

We worship and work for a just 
and loving world, as Jesus did, 

through prayer, community service, 
ministries of compassion, social 
justice and spiritual friendship. 

 

Central Presbyterian 
Church Staff 

 
Heidi Peterson, Pastor 

 
Cindy Sheppard, 
Director of Music 

 
Sarah Jacobs, Organist 

 
Jan Powell, Secretary 

 
Julie Smith 

Director Community Ministries 

We rejoice with Megan Berry on her graduation from Louis-
ville Presbyterian Theological Seminary, having earned a Mas-
ter of Divinity degree and a certificate in Christian Education, 
as well as an award in preaching.  It is two years ago this 
month that Megan came to spend the summer with Central 
Church as a seminary intern. Among the things she indicated 
from the start she did NOT want to do as an intern, was 
preach. We promptly scheduled her to preach 2 Sundays dur-
ing the summer, and without prior benefit of having had a 
homiletics (preaching) class, she interpreted the Word com-
pellingly. She will spend this summer in Kansas City, receiving 
Clinical Pastoral Education through the St. Luke’s Hospital 
system, and then move to Ann Arbor, MI where she has been 
called to serve First Presbyterian Church in the role of resi-
dent Associate Pastor. 


