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Calendar 

January Wednesdays 

    Food Pantry 

January 1 

Church Office closed 

January 12 

Bldg. & Grnds. meeting 

January 12, 26

Staff meeting 

January 20 

Session 

January 18 

Church Office closed 

January 24 

Annual Meeting 

January Birthdays 
 Phil Utton 1 

 Sarah Thurman 1 

 Pat Haguewood 8 

 Don Haring 15 

  Erin Barger 16 

 Terry Miller 22 

 Pat Johnson 29 

Annual Reports  

Congregational Meeting 
Session has called the annual meeting of the congre-

gation and corporation of Central Presbyterian Church 

for Sunday, January 24 at 11:30 a.m. via Zoom. Prior to 

the meeting, reports from church committees and enti-

ties will be available.  At that meeting the pastor’s terms 

of call will be presented for a congregational vote, and 

brief oral reports will be offered by some of our commit-

tee moderators.  

For a congregational meeting, the medium of Zoom, 

unfortunately does not lend itself easily to extended or 

detailed discussion of our church life. But even as vac-

cines are becoming more widely available, the virus is 

present in our midst, so it is imprudent for us to gather 

face to face. As awkward and somewhat detached in 

feeling as a Zoom meeting can sometimes seem, we are 

nevertheless fortunate that we have the means to meet 

at all, conduct annual business and lay eyes on each 

other virtually. The Zoom link will be sent by email. 

Membership Anniversaries 
Church membership anniversaries slipped by in 2020 

without a mention because of the disruption of the ordi-

nary flow of worship. But several members passed signifi-

cant anniversaries. Here they are and the year their 

names were inscribed in our membership rolls. 
 

1995—Mary K Marxsen 

2000—Margaret and Chip Barger 

2010—Dean Frech 

            Lynda Raner 

2015—Jonna Wood 

2020—Twila Rogers Spencer 
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A Letter from Doug Tilton, mission liaison in Southern Africa 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/missionconnections/dr-douglas-tilton/ 

Dear Friends, 

As I prepared to write to you, I reviewed my letter from last year and was 

struck by just how large the gap between expectation and reality was for me. 

The year commenced pretty much as planned, with a visit to partners in 

Zimbabwe and South Africa. I was struck by the amazing faithfulness of Presby-

terians in Zimbabwe, despite the daunting and persistent social and economic 

challenges they face. Not long afterwards, the world changed dramatically. 

As the COVID-19 pandemic swept around the globe, the PC(USA), like all or-

ganizations, scrambled to assess the most appropriate way forward and 

formed a Crisis Management Team (CMT). 

The CMT imposed a moratorium on work-related travel. Mission co-workers 

who did not return home were to shelter in place. After nearly 30 years, South 

Africa is my home, so I requested and received permission to stay. 

Roughly 2/3rds of PC(USA) mission personnel in Africa returned to the U. S. 

(and continue to assist partners in Africa remotely). World Mission collaborated 

with Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) to make more than $400,000 availa-

ble for COVID-19 responses in Africa. These included initiatives in three broad 

categories: Medical; Community education/public health; Food assistance. 

I am deeply grateful to the individuals, congregations and mid-councils 

who contributed to this extraordinary response through their prayers and gifts. I 

give thanks, too for our sisters and brothers throughout Africa who have been 

praying fervently for the United States as it has grappled with COVID-19’s threat 

to public health. 

In a year that has been anything but routine, I am grateful for the faithful-

ness and consistency of the encouragement and support that you provide to 

me. As we welcome the Christ Child anew, I give thanks, too, for the reassuring 

rhythms of the year and for the assurance that God is always “with us.” May 

the hope and joy of Christmastide abide with you throughout this season and 

the year to come. 
 

Grace and peace, Doug 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/missionconnections/dr-douglas-tilton/
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During the month of 

February it is custom-

ary for us to have bul-

letin inserts presenting 

short bios of African-

American persons  

who have made 

contributions to the 

church or society. In 

the absence of in-

person worship we 

would like to use Oc-

casional Offerings as 

a vehicle for filling in 

some of the gaps in 

our American history 

knowledge. This is an 

*ask*. Please write a 

couple of para-

graphs about a Black 

American, living or 

dead, local or nation-

al to share with the  

congregation. If you 

are interested in writ-

ing a piece and 

would prefer to be 

assigned a figure to 

research, Heidi or 

Cindy can help you 

settle on a name. 

Don’t wait until Febru-

ary to get started. 

Pantry News by Julie Smith 

As this year came to an end, we have been busy in 

the food pantry with our food, household items, and 

Christmas gift bags to distribute. We have seen an in-

crease in the number of households seeking services.   

Our pantry patrons often live with little to no income and 

have difficulties just maintaining housing. There are more 

younger families and multigenerational households seek-

ing our services. They are grateful for the generosity of 

the church for providing these extra items to help bright-

en their day. According to Harvesters, our main source of 

pantry food, there has been an increase of 40% in per-

sons seeking assistance in the last 3 months. The recent 

Food Research & Action Center found that “1 in 4 house-

holds who say they don’t have enough to eat earned 

more than $50,000 a year before the pandemic.”  The 

need has never been greater in our area and food 

banks cannot do it alone. We hope our representatives 

in Washington do the right thing and pass the new 

COVID-19 relief bill to help these families struggling with 

food insecurities. We look to a new year with plans to 

continue the walk-up services until the vaccine has been 

utilized by most persons in our region. Thanks to the vol-

unteers and this mission for helping meet those needs of 

the pantry patrons. 

We now have eye-catching blue awnings over both 

the parking lot 

and the Camp-

bell Street doors. 

They signal wel-

come and pro-

vide shelter for 

pantry patrons 

waiting for gro-

ceries. 
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Practicing love 
Serving our neighbors 

Worshipping God 
Because Jesus 

Bill Tammeus is an elder at Second Presbyterian in KC and a former KC Star 

columnist, turned author. His latest book is called Love, Loss and Endurance: A 

9/11 Story of Resilience and Hope in an Age of Anxiety. It tells how the murder 

of his nephew, who was a passenger on the first plane to hit the World Trade 

Center, caused cascading trauma in Tammeus’ extend-

ed family, not unlike the trauma experienced by other 

families who have lost loved ones in terrorist attacks. But, 

beyond the personal story, the book explores how some 

people get sucked into religious thinking that can lead 

to violence; and it offers some ideas for how the rest of 

us can work against such extremism.  The book will be 

available January 19 in various formats from Amazon.  

(Or ask Heidi about the possibility of getting a signed 

copy directly from the author). 

Central Presbyterian 

Church Staff 

Heidi Peterson, Pastor 

Cynthia C. Sheppard 
Director of Music 

Sarah Jacobs, CAGO 
Organist 

Jan Powell, Secretary 

Julie Smith 
Director Community Ministries 


