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Calendar 
Sept. 1, 22, 29 

Pantry 

September 6 

Communion in worship 

Sundays 10:30 

Facebook Worship 

Live 

September 15 

B & G meeting (at 

church) 

September  16 

Session 

September  19 

Heartland Presbytery 

meeting (Zoom) 

 

Sept. Birthdays 
 Julie Smith 8

 Evelyn Torkildson 13

 Neta McCall 15

 Susan Watt 20

 Allison Dodds 20

 Peg McMahon 24

 Cheryl Cornett 29

 Julia Bushue 30

 Gregory Bonds 30

    

Sept. Anniversaries 
 Pat & Ray 

 Haguewood 17

Sandae Custard & 

 Peg McMahon 27 

These Times      Psalm 90.12-14 
 So teach us to count our days that we may gain a wise heart.  
Turn, O Lord, how long? Have compassion on your servants!  

Satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love,  
so that we may rejoice and be glad all our days.   

     O Lord, how long?  
As the months of semi-isolation and virtual worship have dragged on, 
I have wondered aloud, “How long?”  Of course there is no answer. 
Many churches have made the decision not to return to in-person 
worship until the first of the year. Central’s Session has not issued such 
a statement but prefers to err on the side of caution. 

     Have compassion on your servants! 
It is often through the love and kindness of others that we feel God’s 
compassion. Being prevented from gathering with others amplifies 

the sense of being alone in our problems, our losses, our griefs. It’s not 
hard to imagine the state of mind from which the Psalmist would de-
mand from God some show of comfort and compassion. 

     Satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love 
In poetry, Biblical literature and real life, night gets posited as the time 
frame for inner struggle. Fear and loneliness can take hold when the 
distractions of the day subside. Darkness and silence can reveal the 
empty places inside us, and make us sleepless as we search for mean-
ing. At the end of such nights, the breaking of daylight is a welcome 
and reassuring sign of God’s abiding love. 

     so that we may rejoice and be glad all our days. 
We live in serious times. Besides the coronavirus, there is racial ani-
mosity, political polarization, and widespread unemployment. We may 
all be in this storm together, but some people are weathering it in re-
ally ritzy yachts and others are clinging to pieces of driftwood. Yet eve-
ry day God delights in us, God’s creation. And everyday there is rea-
son to give thanks. Joy and gladness may be difficult to exude consist-
ently but when we do, we hold a light for those around us. 

      
We maybe counting our days, literally, to stay oriented to what the 
date is, in the midst of endless sameness. But here the Psalmist seems 

to equate wisdom with learning to treasure of each day of life. 
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 Thanks 
...to David Aguiar 

for using the time he 

was furloughed from 

work to volunteer in 

the food pantry each 

Wednesday. Thanks to 

Rebecca Merola and 

Ray Hill who are also a 

reliable presence in 

the pantry.  

 

The garden pro-

duces abundantly 

fresh vegetables for 

our pantry patrons. 

The chief strategist 

and gardener is      

Rebecca Merola.   

Other helpers this sum-

mer have included 

Susan Borge and Sara 

Boyd. (Apologies for 

missing some others 

who may deserve a 

shout out).  

   

 To Susan Borge and 

Sonja Carlson who 

have kept the clothes 

closet ministry alive 

during this time of 

COVID when letting a 

person in to ‘shop’ has 

not been possible. 

Minimally, those who 

come to get groceries 

may also leave with 

new socks and under-

wear. 

  

     During this extended time of not meeting together face to 
face the mission of Central Church has not flagged. In fall, 
2018, Rebecca Merola, Susan Borge and I joined four folks 
from Southminster Presbyterian to travel to Mexico for our 
second Living Waters for the World water purification system 
installation. In somewhat remote Cardenas, in the state of 
Tabasco, we worked with a partner congregation who 
hoped to supply pure water to members and other people 
living in more rural areas. To do this, they needed not only a 
water purification system, but a water delivery system.  

     Earlier this year the delivery vehicle broke down. South-
minster and Central together provided roughly $3,000 U.S. 
for the repairs. Now they are back to delivering water. Pastor 
Wilbert sent this picture of the refurbished 3-wheeled motor-
cycle that holds 28 5-gallon jugs of purified water at one 
time.  

     Even as we continue to worship virtually and meet via 
Zoom—keeping our physical distance from one another in 
our own city, we are tangibly present with our sisters and 
brothers in Cardenas, ensuring that every glass of water they 
drink is to their health.  

Dear Friends . . .  
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Session News   

The Session prays for our church and all our members. 
We continue to meet, work and discern the direction of the 
church’s ministry. Here are some recent notes: 

Building and Grounds — completed tuck pointing to wa-
terproof the exterior masonry; scraped and fire escape; resur-
faced parking lot. Bids are being compared for replacement 
of the air conditioner that has cooled the sanctuary (not too 
efficiently or quietly) the last quarter century. We continue to 
monitor and ensure that the solar panels are working to gen-
erate maximum energy. 

Worship continues via Facebook live streaming. Presently 
the tech device being used is the pastor’s cellphone. Plans are 
taking shape to devise the means to continue streaming wor-
ship from the sanctuary after we return to in-person worship. 

Administration Committee continues to account for in-
come/expenditures and track our use of the Paycheck Protec-
tion Program loan we received as part of the CARES Act. 

Mission & Service not only supports our food pantry/
garden, and global missions but also local partners including: 
KC Mothers in Charge, KC Scraps, KC Tenants, KC Women’s 
Chorus, Keeler Women’s Center, Sewing Labs, and others. 

Nominations Committee is seeking recommendations, 
including self-nominations for service on Session.  

More Mission News 
   On August 4 Beruit, Lebanon was rocked by a huge ex-
plosion near the city’s main port. Over 200 were killed. Thou-
sands of others were injured or rendered homeless. Presby-
terian Disaster Assistance is working with our established mis-
sion partners—the National Evangelical Synod of Syria and 
Lebanon—to fund and staff relief and recovery efforts. This is 
part of the church’s wider mission to which Central contrib-
utes and through which we can be present to Christians in 
Beruit as they work to respond to the suffering and loss in 
their community.  The body of Christ is us, the people, bear-
ing witness to God’s compassion for the world.   

August 25 we piloted 

a Holy Happy Hour 

via a Zoom call.  We 

will do this again 

once a month as long 

as social distancing is 

in effect. Thanks to 

Terry Miller for setting 

this up. If you would 

like to participate 

and did not get the 

Zoom invitation, or if 

you are uncertain 

about how to use 

Zoom, please let Heidi 

know.  
 

Our sympathy and 

love are extended to 

Robbie (and Phil) Levi 

on the death of their 

son, Matt Levi; and to 

Matthew Mullins on 

the death of his 

grandmother Ruby 

Stowers. 
 

Central Presbyterian 

Church food pantry 

was cited by the 

Health Department in 

the best possible way 

— for excellence in 

food safety and sani-

tation. Kudos to Out-

reach Coordinator 

Julie Smith. 
 

Anna Lisa Lawton and 

Sonja Carlson moved 

to: 

6007 NW 92nd Terr. 

Kansas City, MO 

64154 
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More Light 

Good Energy 

Radical Love 

Central Presbyterian 
Church Staff 

Heidi Peterson,  
Pastor 

Cynthia Sheppard, 
Director of Music 

Sarah Jacobs 
Organist 

Jan Powell,  
Secretary 

Julie Smith 
Director Community Ministries 


