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Calendar 

December Wednesdays 

Pantry/Clothes Closet 

December 8 

5 pm.  Building and Grounds 

December 8,22 

Staff meeting 

December 16 

Session 

December 24 

Christmas Eve Worship 

December 24-27 

Church Office closed 

December Birthdays 
 Sara Boyd 9 

 David Alonzo 18 

 Susie Hanna 18 

 Ray Haguewood 23 

 George McCall 27 

  29 

 Nathan Bushue 31 

 
“This is the irrational 

season, when love 
blooms bright and wild. 

Had Mary been filled 
with reason, there’d 

have been no room for 
the Child.” 

Madeleine L’Engle  

Congregational Life 
   At a congregational meeting held remotely via Zoom  

on November 8 The following persons were elected to 

serve on the Session, class of 2023:  Cheryl Cornett, Jim 

Corwin and Anna Lisa Lawton.  The congregation also 

elected to the 2021 Nominations Committee: Margaret 

Barger, Sandae Custard, Allison Dodds, Matthew Mullins 

and Mark Murphy. (The picture below is a screen shot 

taken of some of the participants during the meeting). 

   With the pandemic cases increasing rather than de-

creasing, the Session and most of our committees contin-

ue to meet virtually. Worshiping via Facebook Live is also 

our best safe option for gathering on the Lord’s Day. 
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 Love and sympathy 

With deep sadness we 

acknowledge that our 

member and friend 

Charles Curry died on 

November 27 of the 

coronavirus. Besides his 

wife Barb, other family 

members include: step-

son Tony Beyer, in-laws 

Elaine & Mike Foiles.  

Chuck joined Central in 

2009 & actively partici-

pated in worship, fel-

lowship events & Sun-

day School. He never 

failed in generosity, in-

cluding several offers of 

legal help (pro bono) 

to the church & individ-

ual members. Though 

he was an ordained 

Elder in the PC(USA), 

being the judge for Bel-

ton’s Wednesday night 

court prevented his 

serving on Central’s 

Session. Chuck was also 

a veteran. 

Dear Friends . . .  
This year, December will not be characterized by 

parties, seasonal concerts, and door to door caroling. 

And this year, many people who previously have not 

been so inclined are putting up their Christmas deco-

rations early—anything to make the season bright, and 

to alter the look of our homes’ interiors with which 

we’ve become oh so familiar these past nine months.  

We’ve changed the look of the music room/virtual 

worship space for Advent as well. And with us worship-

ing in our own homes, it’s made me think about how 

we define and create sacred space. Our Church 

sanctuary is designed as a sacred space, and is re-

served for worshipful purpose. But worshiping at home 

challenges us to find the holy in the ordinary; to create 

the sacred in spaces not usually seen as sacred.   

Of course any space can be consecrated to holy 

purpose. In the confines of our own homes we are free 

to designate what and where that space is. We can 

decide it is just a comfortable chair, turned to face a 

direction where we can’t see things that remind us of 

unfinished tasks. We can choose which corner, which 

window, or what objects will help us personally move 

into a spiritual realm of mind.  Is there a table? Do you 

light a candle? Is there sunlight? Do you want music?  

This is an opportunity to remember what, in your past, 

has moved you toward a greater sense of oneness 

with God, with the universe, with all creation; and then 

to assemble those physical, spiritual, emotional ele-

ments that will contribute to your sense of ’holy’.  How 

would you envision a space within your home that for 

you, personally is sacred?  

The absence of usual holiday community activities 

may offer us the gift of time to contemplate more 

deeply our personal sense of the sacred.  
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Many thanks to 

everyone who made 

a pledge for 2021.  It is 

never too late to turn 

in a pledge card. 

Thanks  

To Mary K Marxsen & 

Cheryl Cornett who 

have come to church 

every week for 9 

months to count offer-

ing, sign checks & 

track finances. 

To Cindy Sheppard for 

technical support & 

musical guidance for 

worship each week;  & 

for our  daily Advent 

devotion email. Cindy 

and her spouse Louise 

are also responsible for 

the nicer backdrop for 

our worship space.    

To Julie Smith for keep-

ing our food pantry 

open. To Jan Powell 

for managing the of-

fice. 

To every member of 

the Session and the 

leadership they have 

provided during this 

uncommon time.  

Pantry News by Julie Smith 

As the year comes to an end our pantry remains 

busy. We had our annual Thanksgiving meat gift distri-

bution and have gathered calendars, scarves, and a 

gift card for local retailers that most will receive as a 

Christmas gift.  We are grateful for this “extra” that the 

church provides for them.   

We have adjusted to concerns surrounding the 

Covid 19 virus by doing a walk up where we obtain the 

demographics needed for MAAC and Harvesters rec-

ords. Patrons select a variety of items, as well as receive 

prepacked bags with canned goods, cereal, drinks, a 

meat or protein, fruit and a variety of other useful items.   

I want to thank everyone who contributes to this 

cause and welcome new volunteers, Kelly Seay and 

Sandae Custard. Volunteers help improve the pantry 

offerings and are a dedicated group of people. Special 

thanks to Sandae Custard for preparing the gift bags for 

children, making the prepacked bags monthly, and 

miscellaneous other tasks. Also thank you to Rebecca 

Merola for covering for me during my absence; and for 

her loving care and harvesting of the garden. Other vol-

unteers who have stepped up during this pandemic 

are: David Aguiar, Susan Borge, Sonja Carlson, Ray Hill, 

DL Lee, Rebecca Merola, Kelly Seay, Cindy Sheppard, 

and Stephanie Stowe.  We are grateful for all of their 

work and time to this important work. 

We still need more scarves and 2021 calendars to 

make Christmas gift bags for our pantry patrons. These 

may be dropped off at the church any weekday morn-

ing, or call church to make other arrangements.  Thanks 

to Sandae Custard, gift organizer. (She is even willing to 

pick up donations if you can’t get them here).   
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