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Calendar 

October Wednesdays 

October 4 

October 12 

B & G Committee 

October 21 

Session 

October Birthdays 
 Elaine Foiles 3 

 Roberta McBride 6 

  8 

  

Church office hours 

Address change 

Dylan, Emilee &       

Lincoln Little have 

moved to: 

continued on page 4 

Statement of Appreciation 
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 Thanks 

to Rebecca Merola 

for taking over man-

agement of the food 

pantry while Julie 

Smith was on vaca-

tion, ensuring that our 

outreach to our   

neighbors in this     

difficult time was    

uninterrupted. 

 

VoteMoKan.com 

This website has infor-

mation about Nov.’s 

election rules in the 

states of Missouri and 

Kansas, by county. To 

vote in MO you must 

be registered by Oct. 

7. If you have ques-

tions about how to 

vote, where to vote, 

or whether you are 

eligible to vote, check 

this website, call your 

election board or ask 

a knowledgeable 

neighbor. In MO, mail-

in ballots must be   

RECEIVED by election 

day, so if you plan to 

vote by mail, do not 

procrastinate. Anoth-

er option for Kansas 

Citians is to vote early 

(starting Sept. 22) at 

the Kansas City Board 

of Elections in the 

basement of Union 

Station. Let  your 

voice be heard! 

Dear Friends, 
     The front page of this Central Press is the text 

of a statement which Cindy Sheppard penned and 

Anna Lisa Lawton read during worship on Sunday, 

Sept.13.  I was asked to include it in this month’s 

newsletter and have complied. It is gratifying and 

humbling to be so recognized, and I am grateful to 

those involved for marking this milestone in my vo-

cational life and in the life of the church. I was given 

a one-of-a-kind gift as well — a stained glass art 

piece, restored from original parts of the sanctuary 

windows. A more beautiful, treasured and thought-

ful gift, I cannot imagine.  

I suppose it is an occupational hazard that as I 

read the generous tribute to my ministry at Central I 

thought, “funeral eulogy”.  But beyond that, I was 

struck by how none of the things named were indi-

vidual accomplishments. Everything good that has 

come of my being pastor here has been possible 

because of the effort and devotion of you, the 

members of Central Church. You care for the disen-

franchised, feed the hungry, welcome the margin-

alized, and take seriously environmental and finan-

cial stewardship. In short, the congregation’s resolve 

to see Christ in the face of our neighbors and to 

love without  reserve or condition has cleared the 

way for the Spirit to do more through us together 

than we could ever imagine on our own. It is a joyful 

privilege to minister in the midst of such dedication.  

Still, more than the things written up as para-

graphs on page one, I cherish and feel my ministry 

defined by the trust and intimacy that characterizes 

the fellowship in this congregation. It continues to 

be my honor to serve God through the 

ministry of Central Church. Thank you. 
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Pantry and Other News   
The pantry continues to be an active ministry, thanks 

to the dedication and organizational skill of Outreach 

Coordinator Julie Smith, plus a cadre of reliable volun-

teers. Rebecca Merola is the primary tender of the gar-

den which is now producing lots of tomatoes and pep-

pers, with cooler weather produce to follow.   

Clothes Closet distributions are limited to socks and 

underwear, which are offered to folks receiving food. 
________________ 

One loss we suffer as a result of living in the midst of a 

pandemic is the joy of singing together. We wear masks 

to limit the potential spread of disease through airborne 

droplets, a danger which is amplified when we sing—

breathing in deeply and projecting out. Thanks to soloists 

and to Sarah Jacobs, our virtual worship is full of music, 

even if we can’t make a tuneful, joyful noise together.  
________________ 

At its meeting on Saturday, Sept., 19, Heartland Pres-

bytery recognized Elder Terry Miller for his dedication to 

the Presbyterian Church, and in particular for his service 

as Treasurer of Heartland Presbytery, 2006-2020.  

Looking Ahead 
Sun., Nov. 2, wor-
ship is our All Saints 
Observance. We 
lift up names of 
loved ones & 
church members 
who have died in 
the past year. To 
ensure the listing of 
a name: call the 
church, email 
jan@centralpreskc.
org or put a note in 
the mail if there is a 
name of a loved 
one you would like 
read during our 
service. Please in-
clude their relation-
ships to you (e.g., 
aunt, friend, grand-
mother, etc.). 

Our building 
Is receiving good 
attention from the 
Building and 
Grounds Commit-
tee while we are 
abstaining from in-
person worship. 
The parking lot has 
been resealed and 
striped; systematic 
deep cleaning 
continues; the ex-
terior fire escape 
has been sanded 
and repainted.  

Sunday School 
Several people have asked about the possibility of a 

Zoom Sunday School class, so we are going to try it in 

October. Each of the 4 Sundays of October I will launch 

a Zoom Sunday School class 9 a.m. At 9:45 a.m. I will 

have to excuse myself to prepare for Facebook Live 

worship, but the class can continue discussion.  It may 

be a bit ambitious, but we will just sample four of the mi-

nor prophets. Oct. 4: Hosea; Oct.11: Joel; Oct.18: Amos;  

October 25: Micah.  If you can do some reading around 

in these Biblical books in advance—terrific! But don’t let 

that stop you from attending. 

.
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More Light 

Good Energy 

Radical Love 
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