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 June Birthdays 
 Jonna Wood 4

 Susan Borge 13 

 Anna Lisa Lawton 15 

 Margaret Barger 17 

 Jack Ditch 21

 Chip Barger 22 

June Anniversaries 
 John Ditch &  

 Kat McDainiel  8 

 Heidi Peterson    

 & Jeff Clayton 10 

 Don Haring & 

 Lynda Raner 25 

 Mark & Sarah  

 Thurman 26 

 Jim & Pattie  

 Corwin 28 

Pantry News         by Julie Smith 

     Things have changed in the way we are able to dis-

tribute food in the food pantry since the COVID 19 virus 

outbreak. We have been following the outbreak and the 

guidelines set by the CDC and local government.  We 

have tried several ways to keep the social distancing and 

sanitizing the entire area after each person enters and 

gets their food and items. After having had quite a bit of 

difficulty with the social distancing and setting limits on 

what people are touching, we developed a sort of drive/

walk through experience where we are able to give a 

limited amount of food and cleaning products without 

patrons entering the building.  

     We are so fortunate to have a dedicated group of 

church members and volunteers who have been here 

helping through this process.  Anna Lisa Lawton scanned 

temperatures. Ray Hill and Tony Beyer gave out food.  

David Aguiar helped pack and distribute food and has 

great knowledge about logistics for the food line.  Re-

becca Merola and Stephanie Stowe have come every 

week to do anything necessary.  Heidi Peterson has been 

a great source of support for me to help me figure how 

to continue services and enlist help; and she staffed the 

hand sanitizer station a few weeks.  One volunteer had a 

friend make masks for us to use or give to volunteers and 

pantry patrons. Many of the latter are grateful for the 

washable masks since they are hard to find and costly.  
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Dear Friends . . .  

Congratulations to 

Dean Frech and Chris 

James who were mar-

ried on May 23rd  in 

our church sanctuary 

with a handful of wit-

nesses (supposedly 

family members 

though with the face 

masks we’ll never real-

ly know). 
 

Congratulations to 

Chris James also for 

beginning a new job 

on May 21st at 

Safehome. 
 

We rejoice with Neta 

McCall who survived a 

fall, subsequent sur-

gery and rehab, and is 

now back at home 

with George, safe and 

sequestered in the 

their apartment at Tall 

Grass Creek. 
 

We offer our sympathy 

and love to Audrey 

Giersh whose paternal 

Aunt Janet died in 

May; and also to Mike 

Foiles on the death of 

his uncle, Tom Dove. 
 

Many thanks to Ray 

Hill for crafting and 

installing the frame for 

the new food pantry 

lawn sign, and to    

Rebecca Merola for 

assisting him. 
   

    The President stated that religious services are “essential” 

and that he will ‘order’ churches to re-open. Your Session 

and I concur that religious services are essential, and so 

have adapted to live streaming worship. However, it is not 

true that the church has been ‘closed’ since mid-March. 

Our food pantry is open. Otherwise we have not met in the 

building, but we have met, and have been actively en-

gaged in carrying out our mission, which is not dependent 

on a narrow understanding of ‘church’ as a once a week 

gathering that must occur in a particular building. 

     We are the Church—those called by God to proclaim in 

word and deed the good news of our redemption in 

Christ; and to give the world a foretaste of God’s coming 

reign of peace, love, justice. We are the Church.  Worship 

is not just one hour on Sunday morning when we gather to 

offer prayer and praise, and to hear the Word of God to-

gether. Worship is the whole of our living in gratitude to 

God who makes all time and space holy. Though we love 

and care for our sanctuary as a place of significance, 

whose walls have absorbed the prayers of nearly 100 years 

of the saints who have worshiped at Central, our faith is 

defined by the radical solidarity and grace of God in  
(DEAR FRIENDS cont. on page 3)    
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Congratulations to last 

summer’s seminary in-

tern Megan Berry who 

has successfully com-

pleted all of the written 

Standard Ordination 

Exams required for ordi-

nation to ministry of 

Word and Sacrament in 

the PC(USA). 
 

The produce growing in 

the parking lot Garden 

does not know that 

there is a pandemic. 

Thanks to the nurture 

provided by, Sara Boyd, 

and primarily, dedicat-

ed garden tender     

Rebecca Merola, there 

has already been a har-

vest of green onions. 

Mustard and collard 

greens are ready for 

harvest now. Tomatoes 

and peppers have 

been planted. Okra has 

sprouted. 
 

Beginning May 30, we will welcome one of our choir 

section leaders each week to provide special vocal mu-

sic in Sunday worship. Even though we are not able to 

sing together, we will be blessed with and reminded of 

the joy of singing as a part of our worship offering. We 

are fortunate to have Lauren Sutherland, Eryn Camp-

bell, Damon Bradshaw, and Tom Garrison as members 

of our music ministry choral staff, and I know you join me 

in expressing our appreciation to them for their contin-

ued commitment to Central during these challenging 

times for group gatherings. We continue to be especial-

ly grateful for Sarah Jacobs and her musical gifts as she 

provides worship from the piano each week.  

Let There Be Song      by Cindy Sheppard 

Resurrection Reflections 

The devotion project is group-

sourced. The writing many of you have 

contributed has inspired, connected 

and enriched our faith as a church. 

Please continue to send your reflec-

tions, book reviews, thoughts on life and 

scripture to Cindy as they come to you 

or as you set time aside intentionally to 

write. In calling these E-devotions 

“Occasional Offerings” we are ac-

knowledging both the significance of 

continuing the on-line devotion project, 

and also the challenge of generating 

fresh material daily from within our com-

munity. 

Jesus.  In these times, a mark of faithfulness greater than 

being willing to risk gathering in our building, is being will-

ing to give up that gathering in care for neighbors.  We 

do so confident that God is present with us in every 

place and time. 
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     The clothing closet doesn’t allow for social dis-

tancing so Susan Borge and Sonja Carlson pre-

packed socks and underwear for patrons. 

     It is encouraging and rewarding to have so 

many helpers come make it possible for us to give 

out food and other items. It is such a nice bright 

spot during these difficult and stressful times.  We 

will continue to distribute food, socks and under-

wear as long as we can obtain supplies.  Harvest-

ers has had a limited supply of some food items 

but we are managing with the inventory we have 

in stock.  During it all, Central Presbyterian Church 

has helped many households find relief during the 

pandemic and I am so grateful to be able to man-

age this important work. 
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