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Calendar 

February Wednesdays 

    Pantry/Clothes Closet 

February 11, 25 

Staff meeting 

February 11 

   B & G  

February 17 

Church Office closed 

February 19 

Session 

February Birthdays 
 Nancy Butler 11 

 Ray Hill 16 

 Tony Beyer 18 

 Lynda Raner 23 

 Sarah Jacobs 28 

Feb. Anniversaries 
 Mike & Elaine Foiles 14 

18 

Worship Leaders 
 Mark Murphy 2

 Dylan Little 9

 Dean Frech 16

 Sara Boyd 23 

 February Ushers/

Greeters 
Scott Vroegindewey 

Pat Haguewood 

Susan Borge 

Matthew Mullins 

Annual Congregational Meeting  
by Heidi Peterson 

    January 26 we held our annual congregational meet-
ing. Committee reports for 2019 were distributed in writ-
ten form, with committee moderators and members ex-
plaining or expanding on reports with oral comments 
and power point illustrations. The pastor’s Terms of Call 
(compensation and benefits) were voted on by the con-
gregation, as required by our Book of Order. The Admin-
istration Committee, with the endorsement of the Ses-
sion, received the congregation’s approval to utilize up 
to $90,000 of the endowment/trust principal for the pur-
pose of embarking on masonry work. 
    The Building and Grounds Committee reported having 
done extensive research into masonry companies, meet-
ing with potential vendors and vetting their references 
and bids. Our 97 year old building will never be com-
pletely without need for repairs, a reality made plain by 
the B & G’s terming of this work: Phase I.  The planned 
exterior masonry work is a priority now as we seek to ar-
rest the seepage of water into the walls of the church 
through gaps in brick work and joint areas, resulting in 
interior plaster damage. 
    Much time was devoted in the meeting to a discussion 
of various local ministries supported by Central through 
the diligent research and vetting of the Mission and Ser-
vice Committee. Our mission reach in the city and world 
belies our size as a congregation. The 50+ year presence 
of our food pantry and clothes closet is a way of loving 
our closest neighbors and alleviating deprivation.  

If you were unable to attend the congregational 
meeting January 26 please read the annual report. 
Members of the Session and the pastor are happy to talk 
to anyone who has questions about what is going on in 
the life of the church, or wants to be more involved. 
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Dear Friends... 

 Dr. Felicia Bar-
ber of Westfield State University, a musician with strong 
research interests in diversity initiatives and the perfor-
mance of African American spirituals. We often are able 
to receive messages through music that are more difficult 
to absorb through words alone. Music enters through the 
emotions as well as the intellect. Through the singing of 
spirituals and other significant songs of justice, the con-
cert hopes to give voice and insight to those issues and 
individuals who may not have a voice, as we continue to 
work for peace, unity, justice, and restoration. 

Our Director of Music position is part time, leaving Dr. 
Cindy Sheppard time also to be artistic director of KCWC, 
whose mission is consonant with the faith which brings us 
together as a church, and which leads us to insert profiles 
of African-Americans in our February worship bulletins. We 
are all living the generational consequences of what has 
been called our nation’s original sin—slavery. In a broken 
and fearful world, every gathering of people whose paths 
don’t usually cross and every note sounded 
in harmony is holy. 

 

Annual Reports  
are available on the 

hallway table if you 

did not receive a 

copy at the time of 

our congregational 

meeting. 

Reminder 

Church Office 
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Ash Wednesday 

marks the beginning 

of Lent—the 40 day 

season leading up to 

Holy Week & Easter. 

Ash Wednesday falls 

on Feb. 26. Our ob-

servance with the 

imposition of ashes 

will take place that 

day at 9 a.m. 

promptly in the food 

pantry area— south 

entrance at church. 

 

Sometimes winter is 

gloomy. Sometimes 

the daily news and 

the global political 

outlook is discourag-

ing. Research shows 

that doing something 

to help others can 

also relieve the anxie-

ty and depression of 

the helper. So volun-

teering in the pantry 

at Central does all 

kinds of good—for 

you, the church, our 

patrons. Contact Ju-

lie Smith, Email: Julie@ 

centralpreskc.org or 

call her at church.  

Shared Space 

 
Kansas City Women’s Chorus  
Is Kansas City’s only regional women’s cho-
rus inspiring through performance, embrac-
ing diversity and advocating social justice. 
KCWC rehearses in our sanctuary Monday 
evenings and has 3rd floor offices.  

Hyde Park Neighborhood Association 
was formed in 1969 to improve the quality of 
life of those living, working, or attending insti-
tutions within Hyde Park. HPNA has a special 
focus to preserve the historical residential char-
acter of the area 31st to 47th streets, Troost Ave. 
to Gillham Rd.  

To strengthen the 
unity of the 
church, to  

further the inclusion of LGBTQ persons, and to join with oth-
ers who seek a more just and inclusive church is the mission 
of Covenant Network of Presbyterians a sister organization 
to More Light Presbyterians. Executive Director Rev. Brian 
Ellison and the CovNet administrative assistant have third 
floor offices. 
 

Heartland Men’s Chorus keeps a 
music library in a 3rd floor room. HMC 
is a volunteer gay and gay-friendly cho-
rus whose mission is to perform men’s choral music for di-
verse audiences and to build community. 
 

Mid America Freedom Band is a m em ber  of the Na-
tional Lesbian and Gay Band Associa-
tion. The band has their office in a 
room off of Fellowship Hall, and uses 
the dining room as full band rehearsal 
space every Thursday evening.  
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More Light 

Good Energy 

Radical Love 

Central Presbyterian 

Church Staff 

Heidi Peterson, Pastor 

Cindy Sheppard, 
Director of Music 

Sarah Jacobs, organist 

Jan Powell, Secretary 

Julie Smith 
Director Community Ministries 

In the month of February our worship bulletin in-

serts profile African-Americans who have made sig-

nificant contributions to church and society.  

“Why?”, you may ask. “Don’t all persons’ contribu-

tions matter?” Of course, but the history lessons we 

have learned both in school and in church school, 

have typically under-represented the efforts, ac-

complishments and contributions of persons of color. 

And in this time of deep division in our national psy-

che, one aspect of which is race, it is incumbent up-

on us to bear witness to Christ, who listened to those 

whose voices had been silenced. The bulletin inserts 

are stories about persons of color whose contribu-

tions to our common life have not typically been lift-

ed up. Gaining more knowledge about the lives, the 

gifts and the experiences of particular African-

American persons—learning their names—-is one 

small way of breaking down barriers and affirming 

that the God we worship loves wondrous variety. 


